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Private Landowner Engagement & 

Demonstration Project at the  

Openlands Lakeshore Preserve 

Celebrating it’s 50th anniversary, Openlands has helped secure, 

protect, and provide public access to more than 55,000 acres of land 

for parks, forest preserves, land and water greenway corridors, and 

urban gardens in the Chicago region. 



National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

Sustain Our Great Lakes Community Grants 

Northeast Illinois Ravine Restoration & Monitoring Program 
 

Outcomes:  

•Habitat Restoration 

•Training for Land Managers 

•Private Landowners Engagement & Demonstration Project 

 

Partners: 

•Alliance for the Great Lakes 

•Chicago Botanic Garden 

•Lake County Forest Preserve District 

•Openlands 

•Illinois Natural History Survey 

•Conservation Research Institute 



Openlands Lakeshore Preserve 



* 





• Established 1889, 

decommissioned 1993 

 

• Formed in response to labor 

uprisings in Chicago 

 

• Named after Civil War hero    

General Philip H. Sheridan 

 

• Original Fort = 714 acres 

 

• National Historic District / National 

Registry of Historic Places 

History of Fort Sheridan 



When the Fort was decommissioned it became . . . 

• 250 acres - Lake County Forest  

   Preserve 

• 77 acres - Openlands Lakeshore 

  Preserve 

• 90 acres - Army Reserves 

• 125 acres - Town of Fort Sheridan 

• 172 acres - US Navy Housing 

  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/army_arch/4823841182/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/army_arch/4823841182/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/army_arch/4823841182/


  

Of the 60 miles of 
Lake Michigan 
shoreline in 
Illinois, only 
half is open to 
the public – 
with 26 of 
those miles 
located within 
Chicago city 
limits. 

 



336-acre preserve     Over 2 miles of shoreline       5 ravines 

Fort Sheridan Forest Preserve & Openlands Lakeshore Preserve 



77-acre preserve       Over a mile of shoreline       3 ravines 



Lakeshore bluffs 

Common Juniper (T),  

Buffalo Berry (E),  

Golden Sedge (T) 



…and beach… 
Seaside Spurge (E), Sea Rocket (T), Marram Grass (E) 



Bellwort, great white trillium 

and wild geranium blooming in 

Bartlett Ravine  

… and ravines. 





Stormwater… 











Private Landowner Engagement & Demonstration Project 

• The Town of Fort Sheridan subdivision platted 24 lots almost to the edge 

of the ravine slope on the north side of Bartlett Ravine. 
 

• The covenants required an average 6 foot buffer along the ravine edge.  
 

• Openlands surveyed 

the preserve boundary 

and discovered that not 

only was the buffer not 

in evidence, several 

landowners had 

actually encroached on 

our property. 



• Wanting to be a good neighbor, but also wanting to protect our ravine, 

we planned to meet with the neighbors to discuss options. 

 

• Rather than one big meeting, Openlands felt that smaller meetings of 

2-3 homeowners at a time would provide more opportunity for 

discussion. 

 

• Invitations were sent out to all 24 homeowners - 8 responded. We 

learned later that several of the houses were unoccupied or rented. 

 

• Everyone who came was interested in learning about how to protect 

their property and the ravine. But one couple was very receptive and 

eager to plant their buffer. More about them later.  

 

• The following slides shows the handout Openlands prepared 

explaining the importance of good land management for folks living 

next to this fragile ecosystem. It is available as a pdf file on 

Openlands website. 

 

 





































Planting the Buffer 

• Openlands provided the design and 

agreed to help with the maintenance 

for the first 2 years. 
 

• Working with Living Habitats, the 

landscape designer, homeowners 

Britt and TJ purchased the plants. 
 

• Openlands staff, Britt and TJ, and 

several volunteers planted the buffer. 
 

• A key part of the agreement was that 

the homeowners would allow the 

buffer to be used as a demonstration 

for other neighbors to see what a 

buffer planting could look like. 



Next Steps 

• Britt and TJ will host an event inviting neighbors to view their buffer 

planting and learn more about what they can do. 

 

• Openlands, the Chicago Botanic Garden and the Alliance for the 

Great Lakes are planning a Ravine Symposium for Spring 2014. 

 

• The symposium will be (1) what have we learned about what 

conditions the ravines are in and (2) what can be done to help 

them. Sessions in the morning and field trips and hands on 

activities in the afternoon. 

 

• Working with local park district and garden clubs, 3 (or more?) 

buffer demonstrations will be planted and interpreted for private 

landowners to see what they can do to help protect their property 

and the integrity of the ravine ecosystem. 

  



www.openlands.org 


